
The Potter’s Shed 
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“ ... As a ceramic artist, my passion is ignited by my love 
for mud and the personal desire I have to spread more 
creativity to those around me...I’ve learned that it doesn’t 
matter who you are or what you do, you can find joy in the 
creation. I believe the arts are crucial if we expect to 

advance forward with positive steps in today’s society.” 
 

Braelen Bader  



Mudding your way into pottery 

Braelen Bader 

is one such 

artist that took 

a wheel 

throwing class 

in his senior 

year of high 

school. In that 

short span of 

time, 

something 

told him that 
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Some of the most fulfilling and productive endeavors involve getting your hands dirty. 
Take pottery, for instance. Pick up a decorative ceramic vessel and feel the history, the 
culture, and the skill of the artist that was able to produce something so exquisite from 
dirt. The results are not only miraculous, but soothing for the builder. 

Arts degree. 
     Wheel throwing 

is a process where 

a ball of clay is 

centered on a 

turntable that 

rotates by electric 

motor. While the 

clay revolves, the 

operator uses his/

her hands to 

carefully mold and 

shape the ball into 

a vessel.  

           Continued > 

 

pottery was in his blood. He 

continued on to Siena Heights 

University in Adrian, Michigan 

where he studied pottery and 

completed with a Bachelor of Fine 

“A lump of clay – no life – unanimated – uninspired, Left to the hands of the Potter. He pushes and prods 
with the strength of His hands. He manipulates with the tenderness of His fingers And create…” Author unknown 
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It takes skill, patience and perseverance to control and mold 

the piece. Not unlike a sport where the anticipation of 

achievement is met, the potter ends with a purposeful goal 

completed. 
     There is much more to creating ceramics than wheel 

throwing and Braelen was so passionate about his love for 

pottery, he returned home the Celina and vowed to teach his 

knowledge to others. The small shop is located on Main Street 

behind the Olive and Branch Boutique. In addition to making 

custom and personalized pieces, Bader and his life partner, 

Brooke Kranz hosts different types of workshops for 

interested parties of all ages. 

“ Together we strive to excite others, reaching to build a more 

positive environment among one another,” says Bader. 

     In addition to live demos and tips and tricks of the industry, 

workshops may be themed or focused on learning particular 

aspects of ceramics, like wheel throwing. Bader feels that 

everyone has to find a way to master 

clay according to their own level and 

speed. 

“ As an instructor, I think it is important to give others the 

freedom to discover. I usually set them 

free for the first 5‐10 minutes on the 

wheel so they can find their own way.” 

     If you are looking for an outlet of 

self‐expression or an exciting new 

challenge, pottery could be the answer. 

Stop by the Nite Owl Studio and Design  for upcoming 

workshops as well as view more of heir works of art.  You can 

also contact Braelen at 419‐953‐9292. 

“ Too often we are constrained to think that there is only one way to get from point A to point B. Art does indeed 

give you that freedom to express, uncovering new and different 

ways of doing and thinking.” 

     In Bader’s closing words in the above, the AAPJ Editorial 

Board agrees wholeheartedly with his platform. Regardless of 

where one is chronologically, when our plates are overflowing 

and caught in a storm of decisions, we must remember ‘haste 

makes waste’ and it is time to shut down and simply smell the 

roses. Tomorrow is another day.  

     Nonetheless, the pursuit must not only be ferrous in our 

quests, but also never losing sight of the 

fine details in the big picture of things – 

for it is written “...As the clay is in the 

Potter’s hand, so are you in my hand.” 
Jeremiah 18:6. 
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